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The Entrance Rite 
 

Introit  Viri Galilaéi           Acts 1:11; Ps. 47:1   
 
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven, alleluia; In like 
manner as you have seen him going up into heaven, so shall he come again, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   Ps. O clap your hands together, all ye people: O 
sing unto God with the voice of melody. Glory be… 
 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity  
 

LMIGHTY GOD, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Kyrie is sung by the Cantor 
 

Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us

 
The Gloria in excelsis is sung by the Cantor 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO. 
Et in terra pax 
hominibus bonæ voluntatis. 

GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH. 
And on earth peace 
good will towards men. 
 

Laudamus te; benedicimus te; 
adoramus te; glorificamus te. 
Gratias agimus tibi 
propter magnam gloriam tuam. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee  
for thy great glory.
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Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
Domine Fili unigenite  
Jesu Christe. 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Filius Patris. 
 

Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes  
ad dextram Patris, 
miserere nobis. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, 
tu solus Dominus, 
tu solus Altissimus,  
Jesu Christe. 
Cum Sancto Spiritu 
in gloria u Dei Patris.  
Amen. 

O Lord God, heavenly king, 
God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son,  
Jesus Christ. 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, 
 

That takest away the sins of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest  
at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 
 

For thou only art holy, 
thou only art the Lord, 
thou only art the most high,  
Jesus Christ. 
Together with the Holy Ghost 
in the glory u of God the Father. 
Amen.

 
Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

RANT, WE BESEECH THEE, Almighty God, that like as we do believe 
thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into 

the heavens, so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him 
continually dwell; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

G 



  3 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Scripture Reading                 Acts 1:1-11 
 

N THE FIRST BOOK, THEOPHILUS, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up 
to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive 
to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he 
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse  Ascéndit Deus         Ps. 47:5; 68:17, 18 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia. God is gone up with a merry noise: and the LORD with the 
sound of the trumpet. Alleluia. The LORD is among them as in the holy 
places of Sinai, he is gone up on high: he hath led captivity captive. Alleluia. 
 
 
Gospel Reading                Luke 24:44-53 

 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

ESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 
 
Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon             The Rev. Paul A. Nesta 
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The Nicene Creed  Celebrant and People  
 

BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, 
the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 
 and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered and was buried; 
 and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
 and ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
 and he shall come again, with glory, 
  to judge both the quick and the dead; 
 whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, 
 who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
 who spake by the Prophets. 
 And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 
 and I look for the resurrection u of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  
 
All kneel as prayers for the Church and the world are said. Each intercession ends with 
 

Leader Let us pray to the Lord. 
People  Lord have mercy.  
 
The leader concludes the Prayers 
 

In the communion of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, St. David of Wales, and 
of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, 
to Christ our God. 
 

People  To thee, O Lord, our God. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
 
Confession of Sin  
 
The Celebrant invites the people to confess their sins and all say together  
 

LMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, 
judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 

wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most 
justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous 
unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and says the absolution. Then all stand. 
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory  Ascéndit Deus             Ps. 47:5  
 
God is gone up with a merry noise: and the LORD with the sound of the 
trumpet. Alleluia. 
 
Hymn at the Offertory            The 1982 Hymnal, Hymn 483 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People  It is meet and right so to do. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds with the Proper Preface, which concludes 
 

… evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 
The Sanctus & Benedictus is sung by the Cantor 
 

SANCTUS, SANCTUS, SANCTUS,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Osanna in excelsis. 
 

Benedictus u qui venit 
in nomine Domini. 
Osanna in excelsis. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY,  
Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
 

Blessed u is he that cometh  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Then the Celebrant continues with the Eucharistic Prayer (BCP, p. 334), which concludes 
 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
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The Communion Rite  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Lord’s Prayer and all sing together (The Hymnal S-119) 
 

UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
  
The Celebrant says the Prayer of Humble Access  
 

 E DO NOT PRESUME to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy 
Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he 
in us. Amen. 
 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Celebrant receives the Sacrament in both kinds and then leads the people in 
praying the Act of Reception 
 

N UNION, DEAR LORD, with the faithful at every altar of thy Church 
where thy blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire 

to offer thee praise and thanksgiving. I believe that thou art truly present in 
the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot now receive thee sacramentally, I 
beseech thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself unto thee, and 
embrace thee with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated 
from thee. Let me live and die in thy love. Amen. 

O 
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Communion Verse  Data est mihi      Matt. 28:18, 19 
 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth alleluia; go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Hymn after Communion       The 1982 Hymnal, Hymn 215 
 
See the Conqueror mounts in triumph; 

see the King in royal state, 
riding on the clouds, his chariot, 

to his heavenly palace gate! 
Hark! the choirs of angel voices 

joyful alleluias sing, 
and the portals high are lifted 
to receive their heavenly King. 

2. He who on the cross did suffer, 
he who from the grave arose, 

he has vanquished sin and Satan; 
he by death has spoiled his foes. 

While he lifts his hands in blessing, 
he is parted from his friends; 

while their eager eyes behold him, 
he upon the clouds ascends. 

 
3. Thou hast raised our human nature 

on the clouds to God’s right hand: 
there we sit in heavenly places, 
there with thee in glory stand. 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 

Man with God is on the throne; 
mighty Lord, in thine ascension, 

we by faith behold our own. 
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The Concluding Rites 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the 

most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant imparts the blessing 
 

HE PEACE OF GOD, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, u the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Hymn at the Recession          The 1982 Hymnal, Hymn 214 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


